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SUBJECT: MORNING SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT REPORTS 

1. ZAIRE: MOUNTING DISSATISFACTION CONFRONTS MOBUTU 

A PRESTIGE ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY, DEPRESSED COPPER 
PRICES, AND GOVERNMENT INSENSITIVITY TO SOCIAL PRIORITIES 
HAVE BEEN MAIN CONTRIBUTORS TO MOUNTING POPULAR DISCONTENT 
IN ZAIRE. THIS DISCONTENT MAY BE COALESCING INTO A FORCE 
WITH POTENTIAL IMPACT ON FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FRONTS. 

-DESPITE LIBERALIZING MEASURES, A STEADY WORSENING OF 
THE INTERNAL SITUATION DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE 
YEAR HAS CULMINATED IN A SERIES OF WILDCAT STRIKES. 

-POINTLESS CONFLICT WITH THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
THREATENING ESSENTIAL EDUCATIONAL, MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SERVICES, HAS OFFENDED A LARGE SEGMENT OF THE POPULA- 
TION, APPROXIMATELY HALF OF WHICH IS CATHOLIC. 
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THE UTMOST DISCRETION, IS NOW VOICED OPENLY, EVEN IN 
THE PRESENCE OF THE MILITARY. 

MBASSY COMMENT: THE WORSENING SITUATION MAY PLACE IMMEDI- 
TE LIMITATIONS ON MOBUTU'S FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT NOT ONLY IN 
ANGOLA, BUT IN ZAIRE AS WELL. (CONFIDENTIAL) KINSHASA 8389, 

9/17.) 

2. ARGENTINA: INITIAL REACTIONS TO CABINET CHANGES 

EMBASSY POLITICAL SOURCES CONTACTED THUS FAR HAVE UNANI 
MOUSLY PRAISED INTERIM PRESIDENT LUDER'S CABINET CHANGES: 

-THE OUSTER OF DAMASCO AND PRESIDENTIAL PRIVATE SECRE- 
TARY GONZALEZ REMOVES THE REMAINING FIGURES WHO MOST 
OBVIOUSLY EXERCISED POLITICAL POWER THROUGH PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH MRS. PERON, AND SHIFTS AUTHORITY TO 
MORE POLITICALLY REPRESENTATIVE FIGURES. 

-MOST OBSERVERS EXPECT THAT NEW INTERIOR MINISTER 
ROBLEDO WILL MOVE QUICKLY TO BEGIN A DIALOGUE WITH 
OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES. 

LUDER'S DECISIVE ACTION ON HIS FIRST WORKING DAY IN OFFICE 
IS SEEN AS EVIDENCE THAT HE EITHER INTENDS TO STAY ON LONG 
BEYOND THE 45-DAY VACATION PERIOD OR INTENDS TO RESTRUCTURE 
THE GOVERNMENT SO AS TO PLACE MRS. PERON IN A FIGUREHEAD 
POSITION IF SHE RETURNS. (CONFIDENTIAL) BUENOS AIRES 6264, 

9/17. 

3. PORTUGAL: AIR FORCE AND NAVY CHOOSE COUNCIL REPS 

ANTI-COMMUNISTS HAVE WON ALL THREE AIR FORCE POSITIONS ON 
THE RESTRUCTURED REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL BY BEATING OUT THREE 
EFTISTS INCUMBENTS. WHILE, THE NAVY ASSEMBLY ELECTED THREE 
PRO-COMMUNIST OFFICERS TO THE COUNCIL. ANOTHER COMMUNIST 
SYMPATHIZER, COMMANDER RAMIRO CORREIA, MAY, ACCORDING TO 
REUTER, BECOME THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION IN THE NEW GOV- 
ERNMENT. (CONFIDENTIAL) LISBON 5472, 9/17.) KISSINGER 
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